[Isolated carcinoid tumor of the ovary disclosed by tricuspid insufficiency].
A 68-year old woman was hospitalised because of isolated right heart failure. Doppler echocardiography revealed severe tricuspid regurgitation with thickened, shortened, hypomobile leaflets. Pulmonary valve was thickened with mild pulmonary regurgitation. Mitral and aortic valves were normal. The patient was finally diagnosed with carcinoid heart disease from an isolated ovarian carcinoid cancer without hepatic metastases. Ovarectomy was performed and the patient was considered cured of her cancer. Because of refractory right heart failure, she underwent tricuspid valve replacement with a bioprosthesis. Such cardiovascular manifestations are rarely the presenting symptoms of carcinoid disease. Carcinoid heart disease from ovarian primary cancer is exceptional. In this circumstance, carcinoid cardiac lesions may develop in the absence of hepatic metastases because the venous blood from the ovaries drains into the inferior vena cava without hepatic first past effect. Surgical resection of primary ovarian carcinoid tumor is often curative and the prognosis depends mainly on the cardiac condition. The diagnosis of carcinoid syndrome should be discussed in patients with organic tricuspid regurgitation without left valvular disease.